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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
Open access is free of charge and free of most usage restrictions online access to research 
literature. Open content licenses or some explicit statement attached to the article when it is 
published in an open access journal or deposited in an open access repository help to refer to a 
specific type of libre open access. These licenses / statements make it clear to the reusers what 
they are permitted to do with published and deposited articles (including data). An 
organization’s or journal’s licensing policy (including policy on re-use and redistribution) shall 
be clearly stated and visible on the web site.  

The survey attempted to gather information from a broad spectrum of research institutions in 
developing and transition countries in order to get a better understanding of the current state 
of the implementation of open content licenses. We looked at the web sites of 2,489 open 
access journals and 357 open access repositories from EIFL network countries1. And this report 
highlights the best practices in using open content licenses by open access journals and open 
access repositories in developing and transition countries.  

Some general findings of the survey: 
 
Using open content licenses by open access journals:  

• We identified 556 open access journals that are licensed under open content licenses.  
• There are four types of Creative Commons licenses, which are used – the most liberal 

Creative Commons Attribution license, Creative Commons Attribution Non-commercial 
license, Creative Commons Attribution Non-commercial Share Alike license and the 
most restrictive Creative Commons Attribution Non-commercial No Derivative Works 
license.  

• 94% of the journals mentioned above are licensed under Creative Commons Attribution 
license (524 open access journals in Armenia, Bulgaria, China, Egypt, Lithuania, 
Macedonia, Nigeria, Poland, Russia, South Africa and Thailand).  

• Nine open access journals in China, Russia and South Africa are licensed under Creative 
Commons Attribution Non-commercial license.   

• Three open access journals in Ghana, Nigeria and Ukraine are licensed under Creative 
Commons Attribution Non-commercial Share Alike license.   

• And twenty open access journals in Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Estonia, Serbia,  
South Africa, Thailand and Ukraine are licensed under Creative Commons Attribution 
Non-commercial No Derivative Works license.  

 
                                                
1 Albania, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Botswana, Bulgaria, Cambodia, Cameroon, China, 
Egypt, Estonia, Ethiopia, Georgia, Ghana, Jordan, Kenya, Kosova, Kyrgyzstan, Laos, Latvia, Lesotho, Lithuania, 
Macedonia, Malawi, Mali, Moldova, Mongolia, Mozambique, Nepal, Nigeria, Palestine, Poland, Russia, Senegal, 
Serbia, Slovenia, South Africa, Sudan, Swaziland, Syria, Tajikistan, Thailand, Tanzania, Ukraine, Uzbekistan, Zambia, 
Zimbabwe 



 

 

Using open content licenses by open access repositories:  
• We identified ten open access repositories that are licensed under open content 

licenses.  
• A repository of open educational materials in South Africa is licensed under Creative 

Commons Attribution license 
• A repository of open educational materials in Kenya is licensed under Creative 

Commons Attribution-ShareAlike license. 
• One repository in China, one in Ethiopia-Kenya, two repositories in Poland and two 

repositories in Thailand are licensed under Creative Commons Attribution-Non-
commercial-Share Alike license.  

• A repository in South Africa is licensed under Creative Commons Attribution-Non-
commercial license.  

• A repository hosted in Argentina is licensed under Creative Commons Attribution Non-
commercial No Derivative Works license.  

• Some repositories in Botswana, Poland and South Africa recommend the depositors to 
use Creative Commons licenses. As a result a number of publications in these 
repositories are licensed under Creative Commons licenses.   

 
Using open content licenses by open access book publishers:  

• A leading African agricultural research institute PLAAS (the Institute for Poverty, Land 
and Agrarian Studies) at the University of the Western Cape license its publications 
under a Creative Commons Attribution-Noncommercial-Share Alike license.  

• Monographs published in collections Dissertations, Documents and Compendia of the 
Digital library of Slovenia (dLib.si) are available under Creative Commons Attribution-
NonCommercial-NoDerivatives license.  

 
The first version of the report was released on July 7, 2010 with request for comments and a 
call for more case studies on using open content licenses by open access journals and open 
access repositories in developing and transition countries. The second revised version of the 
report with more case studies from Bosnia and Herzegovina, Poland (provided by Bożena 
Bednarek-Michalska, Torun University Library), South Africa, Ukraine and Latin America 
(CLASCO case study provided by Dr. Dominique Babini) was released on September 7, 2010. The 
third version with updated case studies from China, Nigeria, Poland, Russia, South Africa and 
Ukraine and new case studies from Ghana, Lithuania, Thailand, Kenya and Slovenia was 
released on January 31, 2010. This is the fourth updated version with a new case study from 
Ethiopia-Kenya.   
 
The report was produced in the frames of EIFL-OA advocacy program supported by Open 
Society Institute and the Wellcome Trust.   
 
The report is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 3.0 Unported License.  
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BACKGROUND 

GRATIS AND LIBRE OPEN ACCESS
2 

 
In February 2002, the Budapest Open Access Initiative called for open access – free of charge 
("removal of price barriers"3) and free of most usage restrictions ("removal of permission 
barriers"4) online access to research literature:  

 
by 'open access' to literature, we mean its permanent free availability on the public 
internet, permitting any users to read, download, copy, distribute, print, search, or link 
to the full texts of the articles, crawl them for indexing, pass them as data to software, 
or use them for any other lawful purpose, without financial, legal, or technical barriers 
other than those inseparable from gaining access to the internet itself. The only 
constraint on reproduction and distribution, and the only role for copyright in this 
domain, should be to give authors control over the integrity of their work and the right 
to be properly acknowledged and cited.5

 

 
When the Bethesda Statement on Open Access Publishing and Berlin Declaration on Open 
Access to Knowledge in the Sciences and Humanities came out (June and October 2003) they 
followed the Budapest statement in calling for the removal of both price and permission 
barriers:  
 

Definition of an Open Access Publication in the Bethesda Statement on Open Access 
Publishing: 
  

An Open Access Publication is one that meets the following two conditions: 
 

1. The author(s) and copyright holder(s) grant(s) to all users a free, irrevocable, worldwide, 
perpetual right of access to, and a license to copy, use, distribute, transmit and display the work 
publicly and to make and distribute derivative works, in any digital medium for any responsible 
purpose, subject to proper attribution of authorship, as well as the right to make small numbers 
of printed copies for their personal use. 

 
2. A complete version of the work and all supplemental materials, including a copy of the 
permission as stated above, in a suitable standard electronic format is deposited immediately 
upon initial publication in at least one online repository that is supported by an academic 
institution, scholarly society, government agency, or other well-established organization that 
seeks to enable open access, unrestricted distribution, interoperability, and long-term archiving 
(for the biomedical sciences, PubMed Central is such a repository).6 

 

Definition of an Open Access Contribution from the Berlin Declaration on Open Access to 
Knowledge in the Sciences and Humanities:  
 

                                                
2 Based on an article by Peter Suber Gratis and libre open access published in the SPARC Open Access Newsletter, 
issue #124, August 2, 2008: http://www.earlham.edu/~peters/fos/newsletter/08-02-08.htm#gratis-libre  
3 Removing the Barriers to Research: An Introduction to Open Access for Librarians by Peter Suber 
http://www.earlham.edu/~peters/writing/acrl.htm  
4 Removing the Barriers to Research: An Introduction to Open Access for Librarians by Peter Suber 
http://www.earlham.edu/~peters/writing/acrl.htm  
5 open access definition from the Budapest Open Access Initiative http://www.soros.org/openaccess/read.shtml 
6 http://www.earlham.edu/~peters/fos/bethesda.htm  

http://www.earlham.edu/~peters/fos/newsletter/08-02-08.htm#gratis-libre
http://www.earlham.edu/~peters/writing/acrl.htm
http://www.earlham.edu/~peters/writing/acrl.htm
http://www.soros.org/openaccess/read.shtml
http://www.earlham.edu/~peters/fos/bethesda.htm
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Open access contributions must satisfy two conditions: 
 
The author(s) and right holder(s) of such contributions grant(s) to all users a free, 
irrevocable, worldwide, right of access to, and a license to copy, use, distribute, transmit 
and display the work publicly and to make and distribute derivative works, in any digital 
medium for any responsible purpose, subject to proper attribution of authorship 
(community standards, will continue to provide the mechanism for enforcement of 
proper attribution and responsible use of the published work, as they do now), as well 
as the right to make small numbers of printed copies for their personal use. 
 
A complete version of the work and all supplemental materials, including a copy of the 
permission as stated above, in an appropriate standard electronic format is deposited 
(and thus published) in at least one online repository using suitable technical standards 
(such as the Open Archive definitions) that is supported and maintained by an academic 
institution, scholarly society, government agency, or other well-established organization 
that seeks to enable open access, unrestricted distribution, inter operability, and long-
term archiving.7 

 

When research materials are deposited in an open access repository, it does not necessary 
mean that the materials can be used or reused by third parties  – e.g. adapted, included into e-
learning environments, or used for other purposes in modern research and education 
environment.  
 
The best way to refer to a specific type of libre open access is to use an open content license or 
some explicit statement attached to the article when it is published in an open access journal or 
deposited in an open access repository. This license / statement makes it clear to the reusers 
what they are permitted to do with published and deposited articles (including data).   
 
The Open Access Scholarly Publishers Association (OASPA) whose mission is to represent the 
interests of Open Access journal publishers globally in all scientific, technical and scholarly 
disciplines, defines an open access journal as  
 

a journal that provides immediate access to original research at no cost and is free from 
access barriers (i.e. no subscription or need to register), and grants users re-use rights, 
at least for non-commercial purposes, and ideally for all commercial purposes as well.8 

 

OASPA has a specific requirement in its Member Code of Conduct:  
 

An organization’s or journal’s licensing policy (including policy on re-use and 
redistribution) shall be clearly stated and visible on the web site.9 

 
The open content licences that are used in education and research are: Creative Commons 
licenses (six licenses)10, the GNU Free Documentation license11, and a draft Open Education 

                                                
7 http://oa.mpg.de/openaccess-berlin/berlindeclaration.html  
8 http://oaspa.org/blog/2010/01/  
9 http://www.oaspa.org/conduct.php  
10 http://creativecommons.org/about/licenses/  
11 http://www.gnu.org/copyleft/fdl.html  

http://oa.mpg.de/openaccess-berlin/berlindeclaration.html
http://oaspa.org/blog/2010/01/
http://www.oaspa.org/conduct.php
http://creativecommons.org/about/licenses/
http://www.gnu.org/copyleft/fdl.html
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License12. And there are two licences for the distribution of research data: the Open Data 
Commons Public Domain Dedication and Licence13 and the Creative Commons Zero Waiver14.  
 
The most widely used open content licenses are Creative Commons licenses. They allow 
authors to keep their copyright and allow users to copy and distribute the work, under certain 
specified conditions, provided that they give credit to the authors. If you need an introduction 
to Creative Commons licenses, please read the chapter Creative Commons: an "open content" 
license15 from EIFL Handbook on Copyright and Related Issues for Libraries.  
 

SHARING AND REUSING RESEARCH CONTENT 
 

The networked digital environment creates a lot of opportunities to access and share research 
and educational materials.  
 

Growing amount of content is available online without access barriers and all interested 
readers have the opportunity of reading the papers online. However, the maximum 
benefit from this is not being realised as confusion surrounds the use and reuse of 
material published in open access journals and uploaded to digital repositories. 
Increasingly, researchers wish to mine large segments of the literature to discover new, 
unimagined connections and relationships. Librarians wish to host material locally for 
preservation purposes. Greater clarity will bring benefits to authors, users, journal 
publishers and repository managers.16 

 

SPARC Europe and OASPA recommend using Creative Commons Attribution license:  
 
SPARC Europe and the Directory of Open Access Journals launched the SPARC Europe Seal for 
Open Access Journals:  

 
In order for open access journals to be even more useful and thus receive more 
exposure and provide more value to the research community it is very important that 
open access journals offer standardized, easily retrievable information about what kinds 
of reuse are allowed. Therefore, we are advising that all journals provide clear and 
unambiguous statements regarding the copyright statement of the papers they publish. 
To qualify for the SPARC Europe Seal a journal must use the Creative Commons BY (CC-
BY) license, which is the most user-friendly license and corresponds to the ethos of the 
Budapest Open Access Initiative.17 

 

OASPA in its response to the OSTP’s request for public comment on Public Access Policies for 
Science and Technology Funding Agencies Across the Federal Government highlighted that free 
re-use is as important as free access:  
 

One of the key motivations of Open Access publishing is to maximize the potential 
impact of any piece of published research by removing any barrier to access or reuse of 

                                                
12 http://opencontent.org/blog/archives/355  
13 http://www.opendatacommons.org/licenses/pddl/1-0/   
14 http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/  
15 http://www.eifl.net/cps/sections/services/eifl-ip/issues/handbook/creative-commons-an-open (as pdf) or here: 
http://www.eifl.net/cps/sections/services/eifl-ip/issues/handbook/handbook-e/#cc (online)  
16 http://www.doaj.org/doaj?func=loadTempl&templ=080423  
17 http://www.doaj.org/doaj?func=loadTempl&templ=080423  

http://opencontent.org/blog/archives/355
http://www.opendatacommons.org/licenses/pddl/1-0/
http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/
http://www.eifl.net/cps/sections/services/eifl-ip/issues/handbook/creative-commons-an-open
http://www.eifl.net/cps/sections/services/eifl-ip/issues/handbook/handbook-e/#cc
http://www.doaj.org/doaj?func=loadTempl&templ=080423
http://www.doaj.org/doaj?func=loadTempl&templ=080423
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that work. The best way to achieve that is to attach a Creative Commons Attribution 
license (CCAL) to each and every publication. Among other things, the use of a CCAL 
assures that researchers and institutions are free to post the final published version of 
that work in any repository, archive, etc., removing concerns about the circulation of 
multiple versions of a particular article. Moreover, from an Open Access publishing 
perspective, archives and repositories also provide additional channels for disseminating 
authors’ work and encouraging re-use, leading to greater impact.18 

 

However out of 6,058 Open Access Journals (as of January 27, 2011) only 1,181 journals (20%) 
use Creative Commons licenses19.  
 
SURF recommends using the most liberal Creative Commons license for articles, which is CC-
BY.  For data it recommends the more liberal assignment to the public domain, as required by 
the Science Commons Protocol for Implementing Open Access Data. For the detailed 
recommendations please read the report “Reuse of material in the context of education and 
research” (produced for SURFdirect, the digital rights expertise community for higher 
education; authors: Paul Keller - Creative Commons Netherlands, Wilma Mossink – SURFdirect; 
editing Annemiek van der Kuil, SURFdirect)20.  
 
DRIVER, the Digital Repository Infrastructure Vision for European Research, - a multi-phase 
effort whose vision and primary objective was to create a cohesive, robust and flexible, pan-
European infrastructure for digital repositories, offering sophisticated services and 
functionalities for researchers, administrators and the general public – in its Guidelines 2.0 for 
Repository Managers and Administrators on how to expose digital scientific resources using 
OAI-PMH and Dublin Core Metadata, creating interoperability by homogenising the 
repository output gives the following recommendation:   
 

It is preferred to refer to a rights service where the reuse rights are made clear to the 
end-user by using a URL. For example the Creative Commons organisation has created 
URIs for their different Licenses in the different Jurisdictions. This can be applied to 
create machine-readable usage licenses. 
 
Using Creative Commons right services makes the usage rights much more clear to the 
end user. The URL provides the location where the license can be read. With creative 
common licenses the type of license can be recognized in the URL name itself. A pro for 
having the license point to an URL in this way, is that this is machine-readable.  
 

 
For science, in order to spread the knowledge as freely as possible, without losing the 
notion of ownership, one could use the Creative Commons license BY-SA in your 
jurisdiction area. This means  
 
• SA - Share Alike: everyone is allowed to use your material, even commercial use is 
allowed  
o Remark 1: every party, commercial or not, have to use the same license for their 
derived work. As a result: knowledge will not be locked in.  

                                                
18 http://oaspa.org/blog/2010/01/  
19 http://www.doaj.org/?func=licensedJournals  
20 http://www.surffoundation.nl/en/publicaties/Pages/Reuseofmaterial.aspx  

http://oaspa.org/blog/2010/01/
http://www.doaj.org/?func=licensedJournals
http://www.surffoundation.nl/en/publicaties/Pages/Reuseofmaterial.aspx
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o Remark 2: however, innovation speed could be slowed down, because some 
parties do not want to use the same license model when making derivative work.  
 
• BY: everyone always have to refer to your name as the original creator (so you also 
will get credits for contributing).”21  

 

CASE STUDIES: OPEN ACCESS JOURNALS FROM EIFL NETWORK COUNTRIES USING 

OPEN CONTENT LICENSES 

ARMENIA 
 

Fundamental Scientific Library of the National Academy of Sciences of the Republic of Armenia 
oversees the ASJ-OA: Armenian Scientific Journals - Open Access22 project.  Two of the ASJ-OA 
journals are licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution 3.0 License23:  
 

• Armenian Journal of Mathematics24 
• Armenian Journal of Physics25  

 
Every user is free to share —  (to copy, distribute and transmit the work) and to remix — 
(to adapt the work) under the following condition: attribution — they must attribute the 
work in the manner specified by the author.  

BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA 
 
Acta Medica Saliniana26 – published by the University Clinical Center Tuzla, uses Creative 
Commons Attribution Non-Commercial No Derivatives 3.0 license27. This license is often called 
the “free advertising” license because it allows others to download the works and share them 
with others as long as they mention the author and link back to him/her, but they can not 
change them in any way or use them commercially28. 

BULGARIA 
 

Four journals listed below use different types of Creative Commons licenses:  
 

• Bibliosphere29 is a journal of services, resources and technology in information science 
and library published by New Bulgarian University library since 2001. The journal uses a 

                                                
21 DRIVER Guidelines 2.0: http://www.driver-support.eu/documents/DRIVER_Guidelines_v2_Final_2008-11-
13.pdf  
22 http://www.flib.sci.am/eng/node/13 
23 http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/ 
24 http://www.flib.sci.am/eng/journal/Math/ 
25 http://www.flib.sci.am/eng/journal/Phys/ 
26 http://saliniana.com.ba/index.php?journal=ams  
27 http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/  
28 http://creativecommons.org/about/licenses/  
29 http://www.bibliosphere.eu/  

http://www.driver-support.eu/documents/DRIVER_Guidelines_v2_Final_2008-11-13.pdf
http://www.driver-support.eu/documents/DRIVER_Guidelines_v2_Final_2008-11-13.pdf
http://www.flib.sci.am/eng/?q=node/55
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
http://www.flib.sci.am/eng/journal/Math/
http://www.flib.sci.am/eng/journal/Phys/
http://saliniana.com.ba/index.php?journal=ams
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
http://creativecommons.org/about/licenses/
http://www.bibliosphere.eu/
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Bulgarian version of the Creative Commons Attribution Non-Commercial No Derivatives 
2.5 license30 – the   most restrictive of six main licenses, allowing redistribution.  

• Ecologia Balkanica31 is a journal published by the Union of Scientists in Bulgaria since 
2009. It uses the Creative Commons Attribution Non-Commercial No Derivatives 
(described above) 3.0 license32. 

• ZooNotes33 journal published by Plovdiv University since 2009 uses the Creative 
Commons Attribution Non-Commercial No Derivatives 3.0 license (described above)34   

• ZooKeys35, a zoology journal, published by Pensoft Publishers (Sofia & Moscow-based 
Scientific Publishers and Booksellers) since 2008, uses the Creative Commons 
Attribution 3.0 License36:  

 
every user is free to share — (to copy, distribute and transmit the work) and to remix —
( to adapt the work) under the following condition: attribution — (they must attribute 
the work in the manner specified by the author).   

CHINA 
 

There are at least two journals that publish articles under the Creative Commons Attribution 
3.0 License37 (described below):  

• Chinese Journal of Lung Cancer38 published by the Chinese Anti-Cancer Association and 
the Chinese Antituberculosis Association since 2008.  

• International Journal of Agricultural and Biological Engineering39 published by the 
Association of Overseas Chinese Agricultural, Biological and Food Engineers (AOCABFE) 
and Chinese Society of Agricultural Engineering (CSAE) since 2008.   
 
every user is free to share — (to copy, distribute and transmit the work) and to remix — 
( to adapt the work) under the following condition: attribution — (they must attribute 
the work in the manner specified by the author).  
 

And one more journal – Chinese Medical Journal40 published by the Chinese Medical 
Association since 2000, is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 
License41:  
 

This license lets others remix, tweak, and build upon the work non-commercially, and although 
the new works must also acknowledge an author and be non-commercial, the others don’t have 
to license their derivative works on the same terms. 

 
 

                                                
30 http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.5/bg/  
31 http://eb.bio.uni-plovdiv.bg/  
32 http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/legalcode 
33 http://nature.uni-plovdiv.bg/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=302&Itemid=146  
34 http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/legalcode  
35 http://pensoftonline.net/zookeys/index.php/journal/index 
36 http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/ 
37 http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/legalcode 
38 http://www.lungca.org/index.php?journal=01  
39 http://www.ijabe.org/index.php/ijabe  
40 http://www.cmj.org/  
41 http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/   

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.5/bg/
http://eb.bio.uni-plovdiv.bg/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/legalcode
http://nature.uni-plovdiv.bg/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=302&Itemid=146
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/legalcode
http://pensoftonline.net/zookeys/index.php/journal/index
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/legalcode
http://www.lungca.org/index.php?journal=01
http://www.ijabe.org/index.php/ijabe
http://www.cmj.org/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
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EGYPT 
 

Hindawi Publishing Corporation42 is a rapidly growing academic publisher with 200+ Open 
Access journals covering all major areas of science, technology, and medicine. All articles 
published in Hindawi journals (200+ journals) and in the divisions of Hindawi Publishing 
Corporation Scholarly Research Exchange43 (15 journals) are distributed under the Creative 
Commons Attribution License, which permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in 
any medium, provided the original work is properly cited44.  

ESTONIA 
 
University of Tartu has published a multidisciplinary journal Studia Humaniora Tartuensia45 
since 2000, which is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution Non-commercial No 
Derivative Works 3.0 Unported License46.  
 

every user is free to share — (to copy, distribute and transmit the work) under the 
following condition: attribution — (they must attribute the work in the manner specified 
by the author); non-commercial (they may not use the work for commercial purposes); 
no derivative works (they may not alter, transform, or build upon the work).  

GHANA 
 
Annals of Tropical Medicine and Public Health47 published by Medknow Publications (based in 
Mumbai, one of the largest open access publisher publishing on behalf of learned societies and 
associations with over 135 print + online journals) is licensed under the Creative Commons 
Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike license 3.0 Unported48:  
  

This license lets others remix, tweak, and build upon the work non-commercially, as long as they 
credit an author and license their new creations under the identical terms.  

LITHUANIA 
 
A journal Informacinių technologijų taikymas švietimo sistemoje49 published by the Kauno 
Kolegija (Kaunas University of Applied Sciences) is licensed under the Creative Commons 
Attribution 3.0 license Unported50:  
 

every user is free to share — (to copy, distribute and transmit the work) and to remix — ( to 
adapt the work) under the following condition: attribution — (they must attribute the work in 
the manner specified by the author). 

                                                
42 http://www.hindawi.com/ 
43 http://www.syrexe.com/  
44 http://www.hindawi.com/journals/  
45 http://www.ut.ee/klassik/sht/index.html  
46 http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/legalcode 
47 http://www.atmph.org/  
48 http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/  
49 https://ojs.kauko.lt/index.php/ittss  
50 http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/  

http://www.hindawi.com/
http://www.syrexe.com/
http://www.hindawi.com/journals/
http://www.ut.ee/klassik/sht/index.html
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/legalcode
http://www.atmph.org/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://ojs.kauko.lt/index.php/ittss
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
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MACEDONIA 
 

Two journals in Macedonia are published under the Creative Commons Attribution 2.5 License:  
 

• The Journal of Special Education and Rehabilitation (JSER)51 – a peer reviewed 
international journal published by the Institute of Special Education and Rehabilitation 
of the Faculty of Philosophy in Skopje and Macedonian Association of Special Educators 
– is licences under a Creative Commons BY 2.5 Macedonia License52.  

• Macedonian Journal of Medical Sciences53 is licensed under a Creative Commons 
Attribution License.54  

 
every user is free to share — (to copy, distribute and transmit the work) and to remix —
(to adapt the work) under the following condition: attribution — (they must attribute 
the work in the manner specified by the author).   

NIGERIA 
 

All works published by Academic Journals – a broad-based open access publisher from Lagos 
with 100+ open access journals55 – are under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution 
3.0 License56. This license permits anyone to copy, distribute, transmit and adapt the work 
provided the original work and source is appropriately cited.  
 
Kaduna State University publishes Science World Journal57 since 2006, which is also licensed 
under the Creative Commons Attribution 3.0 Unported License58.  
 
Nigerian Medical Journal59 published by Medknow Publications (based in Mumbai, one of the 
largest open access publisher publishing on behalf of learned societies and associations with 
over 135 print + online journals) is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-
NonCommercial-ShareAlike license 3.0 Unported60:  
  

This license lets others remix, tweak, and build upon the work non-commercially, as long as they 
credit an author and license their new creations under the identical terms.  

POLAND 
 

Versita Open61 – an Open Access platform launched in September 2010 – publishes over 200 
journals across numerous disciplines. The term and conditions of the license agreement62 are 
identical with the Creative Commons Attribution License 3.0.63  

                                                
51 http://jser.fzf.ukim.edu.mk 
52 http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.5/mk/  
53 http://www.mjms.ukim.edu.mk/ 
54 http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.5/ 
55 http://www.academicjournals.org/journals.htm 
56 http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/  
57 http://www.scienceworldjournal.org/  
58 http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/  
59 http://www.nigeriamedj.com/  
60 http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/  
61 http://versitaopen.com  

http://jser.fzf.ukim.edu.mk/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.5/mk/
http://www.mjms.ukim.edu.mk/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.5/
http://www.academicjournals.org/journals.htm
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
http://www.scienceworldjournal.org/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
http://www.nigeriamedj.com/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
http://versitaopen.com/
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Three other journals in Poland are licensed under the same Creative Commons Attribution 
Licences (two of them under 2.5 Poland License64 and one – under 3.0 Unported license65):  
 

• EBIB Bulletin66 published by the Polish Librarians Association.  
• Folia Histochemica et Cytobiologica67 published by Polish Histochemical and 

Cytochemical Society.  
• Photonics Letters of Poland68 published by the Photonics Society of Poland.  

 
authors retain copyright and grant the journal right of first publication with the work 
simultaneously licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution License that allows others to 
share the work with an acknowledgement of the work's authorship and initial publication in this 
journal. 

 
every user is free to share — (to copy, distribute and transmit the work) and to remix —
(to adapt the work) under the following condition: attribution — (they must attribute 
the work in the manner specified by the author). 

RUSSIA 
 

Articles published in the Journal of Stress Physiology & Biochemistry69 by the Siberian Institute 
of Plant Physiology & Biochemistry are licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution 3.0 
Unported License70. 
 

every user is free to share — (to copy, distribute and transmit the work) and to remix — 
(to adapt the work) under the following condition: attribution — (they must attribute 
the work in the manner specified by the author).   

 
Undergraduate Academic Journal71 is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-
NonCommercial 3.0 Unported License72. 

 
This license lets others remix, tweak, and build upon the work non-commercially, and although 
the new works must also acknowledge an author and be non-commercial, the others don’t have 
to license their derivative works on the same terms. 

SERBIA 
 
Journal of the Serbian Chemical Society73 published by Serbian Chemical Society is licensed 
under a Creative Commons Attribution-Noncommercial-No Derivative Works 3.0 License74:  

                                                                                                                                                       
62 http://versitaopen.eu/files-site/files/structure/22/14/Versita%20Open%20License%20Agreement2011.pdf  
63 http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/legalcode  
64 http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.5/pl/  
65 http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/   
66 http://ebib.info/biuletyn/  
67 http://fhc.amb.edu.pl/ 
68 http://photonics.pl/PLP/index.php/letters  
69 http://www.jspb.ru/ 
70 http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/  
71 http://undergraduate-journal.org  
72 http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/  

http://versitaopen.eu/files-site/files/structure/22/14/Versita%20Open%20License%20Agreement2011.pdf
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/legalcode
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.5/pl/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
http://ebib.info/biuletyn/
http://fhc.amb.edu.pl/
http://photonics.pl/PLP/index.php/letters
http://www.jspb.ru/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
http://undergraduate-journal.org/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
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every user is free to share — (to copy, distribute and transmit the work) under the 
following condition: attribution — (they must attribute the work in the manner specified 
by the author); non-commercial (they may not use the work for commercial purposes); 
no derivative works (they may not alter, transform, or build upon the work).  

SOUTH AFRICA 
 

Open Journals Publishing75, a division of AOSIS (Pty) Ltd, publishes its 10 journals under the 
Creative Commons Attribution 3.0 Unported License76:  
 

• Koedoe - African Protected Area Conservation and Science77 
• South African Journal of Industrial Psychology78 
• South African Journal of Human Resource Management79 
• Health SA Gesondheid80 
• African Journal of Primary Health Care and Family Medicine81 
• HTS Teologiese Studies/Theological Studies82 
• Verbum et Ecclesia83 
• South African Journal of Science84 
• South African Journal of Information Management85 
• Onderstepoort Journal of Veterinary Research86 

 
every user is free to share — (to copy, distribute and transmit the work) and to remix — 
(to adapt the work) under the following condition: attribution — (they must attribute 
the work in the manner specified by the author).   

 
OpenJournals Publishing also hosts and supports 12 journals online on behalf of other 
publishing houses and these works are licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-
Noncommercial-No Derivative Works 2.5 South Africa License87:  
 

• South African Family Practice Journal88 
• South African Journal of Clinical Nutrition89 
• the Southern Africa Journal of Anaesthesia and Analgesia90 

                                                                                                                                                       
73 http://www.shd.org.rs/JSCS  
74 http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/  
75 http://www.openjournals.net/  
76 http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/  
77 http://www.koedoe.co.za/index.php/koedoe  
78 http://www.sajip.co.za/index.php/sajip  
79 http://sajhrm.co.za/index.php/sajhrm  
80 http://www.hsag.co.za/index.php/HSAG  
81 http://www.phcfm.org/index.php/phcfm  
82 http://www.hts.org.za/index.php/HTS  
83 http://www.ve.org.za/index.php/VE  
84 http://www.sajs.co.za/index.php/SAJS  
85 http://www.sajim.co.za  
86 http://www.ojvr.org/index.php/ojvr  
87 http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.5/za/  
88 http://www.safpj.co.za/index.php/safpj  
89 http://www.sajcn.co.za/index.php/SAJCN  

http://www.shd.org.rs/JSCS
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
http://www.openjournals.net/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
http://www.koedoe.co.za/index.php/koedoe
http://www.sajip.co.za/index.php/sajip
http://sajhrm.co.za/index.php/sajhrm
http://www.hsag.co.za/index.php/HSAG
http://www.phcfm.org/index.php/phcfm
http://www.hts.org.za/index.php/HTS
http://www.ve.org.za/index.php/VE
http://www.sajs.co.za/index.php/SAJS
http://www.sajim.co.za/
http://www.ojvr.org/index.php/ojvr
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.5/za/
http://www.safpj.co.za/index.php/safpj
http://www.sajcn.co.za/index.php/SAJCN
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• Professional Nursing Today91 
• SA Pharmaceutical Journal92 
• South African Pharmacist's Assistant93 
• the South African Radiographer94 
• the African Safety Promotion: A Journal of Injury and Violence Prevention (ASP)95 
• the Southern African Journal of Epidemiology and Infection (SAJEI)96 
• the Journal of Endocrinology, Metabolism and Diabetes of South Africa97 
• Wound Healing Southern Africa98 
• the Southern African Journal of Gynaecological Oncology99.  

 
every user is free to share — (to copy, distribute and transmit the work) under the 
following condition: attribution — (they must attribute the work in the manner specified 
by the author); non-commercial (they may not use the work for commercial purposes); 
no derivative works (they may not alter, transform, or build upon the work).  

 

Health and Medical Publishing Group publishes seven journals under Creative Commons 
Attribution - Noncommercial Works License100:  

• African Journal of Health Professions Education101;  
• Continuing Medical Education (CME)102;  
• South African Journal of Child Health103;  
• South African Journal of Radiology104;  
• South African Journal of Sports Medicine105;  
• South African Journal of Surgery106;  
• South African Medical journal107.   

 
This license lets others remix, tweak, and build upon the work non-commercially, and although 
the new works must also acknowledge an author and be non-commercial, the others don’t have 
to license their derivative works on the same terms. 

 

 
                                                                                                                                                       
90 http://www.sajaa.co.za/index.php/sajaa  
91 http://www.pntonline.co.za/index.php/PNT  
92 http://www.sapj.co.za/index.php/SAPJ  
93 http://www.sapajournal.co.za/index.php/SAPA  
94 http://www.sar.org.za/index.php/sar  
95 http://www.aspj.co.za/index.php/ASPJ  
96 http://www.sajei.co.za/index.php/SAJEI  
97 http://www.jemdsa.co.za/index.php/JEMDSA 
98 http://www.woundhealingsa.co.za/index.php/WHSA  
99 http://www.sajgo.co.za/index.php/sajgo  
100 http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/  
101 http://www.ajhpe.org.za/index.php/ajhpe/  
102 HTTP://WWW.CMEJ.ORG.ZA/INDEX.PHP/CMEJ/  
103 http://www.sajch.org.za/index.php/SAJCH  
104 http://www.sajr.org.za/index.php/sajr  
105 http://www.sajsm.org.za/index.php/sajsm  
106 http://www.sajs.org.za/index.php/sajs/index  
107 HTTP://WWW.SAMJ.ORG.ZA/  

http://www.sajaa.co.za/index.php/sajaa
http://www.pntonline.co.za/index.php/PNT
http://www.sapj.co.za/index.php/SAPJ
http://www.sapajournal.co.za/index.php/SAPA
http://www.sar.org.za/index.php/sar
http://www.aspj.co.za/index.php/ASPJ
http://www.sajei.co.za/index.php/SAJEI
http://www.jemdsa.co.za/index.php/JEMDSA
http://www.woundhealingsa.co.za/index.php/WHSA
http://www.sajgo.co.za/index.php/sajgo
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
http://www.ajhpe.org.za/index.php/ajhpe/
http://www.cmej.org.za/index.php/cmej/
http://www.sajch.org.za/index.php/SAJCH
http://www.sajr.org.za/index.php/sajr
http://www.sajsm.org.za/index.php/sajsm
http://www.sajs.org.za/index.php/sajs/index
http://www.samj.org.za/
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THAILAND 
 
International Transaction Journal of Engineering, Management, & Applied Sciences & 
Technologies108 published by the Thammasat University is licensed under the terms of the 
Creative Commons Attribution 3.0 Unported License109:  
 

every user is free to share — (to copy, distribute and transmit the work) and to remix — 
(to adapt the work) under the following condition: attribution — (they must attribute 
the work in the manner specified by the author).   

 
And International School Bangkok Journal of Physics110 published by the International School 
Bangkok is licensed under Creative Commons Attribution Non-commercial No Derivative Works 
3.0 Unported License111:  
 

every user is free to share — (to copy, distribute and transmit the work) under the 
following condition: attribution — (they must attribute the work in the manner specified 
by the author); non-commercial (they may not use the work for commercial purposes); 
no derivative works (they may not alter, transform, or build upon the work).  

 

UKRAINE 
 
Symmetry, Integrability and Geometry: Methods and Applications (SIGMA)112 published by 
the Department of Applied Research, Institute of Mathematics of National Academy of Sciences 
of Ukraine, publish the papers under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution-
NonCommercial-ShareAlike Licence.  
 

This license lets others remix, tweak, and build upon the work non-commercially, as long as they 
credit an author and license their new creations under the identical terms. 

 
A journal of Social critics Commons 113 is licensed under Creative Commons Attribution Non-
commercial No Derivative Works 3.0 Unported License114.  
 

every user is free to share — (to copy, distribute and transmit the work) under the 
following condition: attribution — (they must attribute the work in the manner specified 
by the author); non-commercial (they may not use the work for commercial purposes); 
no derivative works (they may not alter, transform, or build upon the work).  

 

 

                                                
108 http://tuengr.com/  
109 http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/  
110 http://www.isb.ac.th/HS/JoP/index.html  
111  http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/ 
112 http://www.imath.kiev.ua/~sigma/ 
113 http://commons.com.ua  
114  http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/ 

http://tuengr.com/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
http://www.isb.ac.th/HS/JoP/index.html
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/legalcode
http://www.imath.kiev.ua/~sigma/
http://commons.com.ua/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/legalcode
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OPEN ACCESS REPOSITORIES: CASE STUDIES FROM EIFL NETWORK COUNTRIES 

USING OPEN CONTENT LICENSES 

BOTSWANA 
 

University of Botswana Research, Innovation and Scholarship Archive (UBRISA)115 
recommends the depositors:  
 

to opt to put the Creative Commons License on your work, which will help specify how you 
want your material to be used and provide an explicit mechanism for others to know 
that.116  

CHINA 
 

The content of Xiamen University Institutional Repository (XMU IR)117 is licensed under the 
Creative Commons Attribution-Non-commercial-Share Alike 3.0 Unported License118:  
 

users are free to share — to copy, distribute and transmit the work and to remix — to 
adapt the work under the following conditions: they must attribute the work in the 
manner specified by the author or licensor; they may not use the work for commercial 
purposes and if they alter, transform, or build upon the work, they may distribute the 
resulting work only under the same or similar license to this one.  

ETHIOPIA-KENYA 
 
The Management Committee of the International Livestock Research Institute (ILRI) adopted a 
proposal for the institute to use an open content license for its published outputs. The aim is to 
encourage maximum uptake and re-use of ILRI’s research. By default, this license applies to the 
following categories of outputs: 

• ILRI published reports and publications (print and digital) 
• ILRI photographs 
• ILRI powerpoints 
• ILRI posters 
• ILRI video and films 

 
The text of the license: 
 

This [Web site or output] is copyrighted by the International Livestock Research Institute (ILRI). 
It is licensed for use under the Creative Commons Attribution-Noncommercial-Share Alike 3.0 
Unported License. To view this license, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/. 
Unless otherwise noted, you are free to copy, duplicate, or reproduce, and distribute, display, or 
transmit any part of this website or portions thereof without permission, and to make 
translations, adaptations, or other derivative works under the following conditions: 
 

                                                
115 http://ubrisa.ub.bw  
116 http://ubrisa.ub.bw/themes/UB2/pages/faq.htm  
117 http://dspace.xmu.edu.cn/dspace-oai/request 
118 http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/ 

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
http://ubrisa.ub.bw/
http://ubrisa.ub.bw/themes/UB2/pages/faq.htm
http://dspace.xmu.edu.cn/dspace-oai/request
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
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ATTRIBUTION. The work must be attributed, but not in any way that suggests endorsement by 
ILRI or the author(s). 

 
NON-COMMERCIAL. This work may not be used for commercial purposes. 

 
SHARE ALIKE. If this work is altered, transformed, or built upon, the resulting work must be 
distributed only under the same or similar license to this one. 

 
NOTICE: 
For any reuse or distribution, the license terms of this work must be made clear to others. 
Any of the above conditions can be waived if permission is obtained from the copyright holder. 
Nothing in this license impairs or restricts the author’s moral rights. 
Fair dealing and other rights are in no way affected by the above. 

 
This policy is part of ILRI’s commitment to make its research available, accessible and applicable 
to as many people as possible.119 

 
Mahider120 is an open access repository of research outputs and publications produced or 
sponsored by ILRI and other CGIAR-affiliated organizations.   

KENYA 
 
In January 2011 The African Virtual University (AVU) has launched an interactive Open 
Education Resources (OER) portal OER@AVU121 licensed under the Creative Commons 
Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License122 
 

This license lets others remix, tweak, and build upon the work even for commercial purposes, as 
long as they credit the author and license their new creations under the identical terms. This 
license is often compared to “copyleft” free and open source software licenses. All new works 
will carry the same license, so any derivatives will also allow commercial use. This is the license 
used by Wikipedia, and is recommended for materials that would benefit from incorporating 
content from Wikipedia and similarly licensed projects.  

POLAND 
 

All works in the repository Electrical Engineering, Wroclaw University of Technology123 are 
licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution Non-commercial Share Alike 2.5 Poland 
License124:  

 
users are free to share — to copy, distribute and transmit the work and to remix — to 
adapt the work under the following conditions: they must attribute the work in the 
manner specified by the author or licensor; they may not use the work for commercial 
purposes and if they alter, transform, or build upon the work, they may distribute the 
resulting work only under the same or similar license to this one.  

                                                
119 http://infoilri.wordpress.com/2010/12/13/ilri-adopts-creative-commons-license-for-its-research-outputs and 
http://www.ilri.org/CopyRight  
120 http://mahider.ilri.org/  
121 http://oer.avu.org/ 
122 http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/  
123 http://zet10.ipee.pwr.wroc.pl/?ln=en 
124 http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.5/pl/  

http://infoilri.wordpress.com/2010/12/13/ilri-adopts-creative-commons-license-for-its-research-outputs
http://www.ilri.org/CopyRight
http://oer.avu.org/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
http://zet10.ipee.pwr.wroc.pl/?ln=en
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.5/pl/
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Kujawsko-Pomorska Digital Library recommends the depositors Creative Commons licenses:  
 

The author and the Publisher may adopt a Creative Commons copyright licence. All 
Creative Common licences are of international character and have been designed 
specifically for the Internet. We wish to encourage our authors/contributors to apply 
them because they give clear and straightforward information on how the particular work 
made accessible on the Internet may be legally used by all those who access it. 
Authors/contributors who decide to adopt a CC licence is kindly requested to contact 
his/her closest project partner or coordinator in order to discuss all details, selects the 
appropriate kind of CC licence to be applicable to his work/contribution. The Creative 
Commons organization has released several open licences enabling the author to share his 
work with others while simultaneously securing his/her own copyright. Creative Commons 
licences follow the some rights reserved principle, therefore the extent to which the work 
accessible might be freely used is much greater than that specified by the all rights 
reserved formula. Creative Commons respects the creator’s right to specify to which 
extent he/she wishes to share his/her work with others or which rights to reserve and 
which to waive. At the same time the organization encourage contributors to create 
common culture, whose elements might be freely shared by all.125 

 

As of January 28, 2011, there are 233 objects licensed under the Creative Commons licenses in 
the Kujawsko-Pomorska Digital Library.  
 
The PIONIER Network Digital Libraries Federation126 provides a search facility for publications 
licensed under Creative Commons licenses. When typing Creative Commons in the Publication 
description search field: http://fbc.pionier.net.pl/ the results are 285 publications from 5 digital 
libraries (as of January 28, 2011):   

• Kujawsko-Pomorska Biblioteka Cyfrowa (Kujawsko-Pomorska Digital Library )127: 233  
• e-biblioteka Uniwersytetu Warszawskiego (the University of Warsaw e-Library)128: 27 
• Jagiellońska Biblioteka Cyfrowa: (Digital library of the Jagiellonian University in 

Krakow)129: 18 
• Biblioteka Cyfrowa Uniwersytetu Wrocławskiego (Digital Library of Wroclaw 

University)130: 5 
• Biblioteka Cyfrowa Politechniki Warszawskiej (Warsaw University of Technology Digital 

Library)131: 1  
• Śląska Biblioteka Cyfrowa (Selesian Digital Library)132: 1  

 
All works in AGH OpenCourseWare133 – an open repository of educational resources hosted at 
the AGH University of Science and Technology – are licensed under Creative Commons 
Attribution Non-Commercial Share Alike 3.0 Poland license134:  
 
                                                
125 http://kpbc.umk.pl/dlibra/text?id=authors-and-editors 
126 http://fbc.pionier.net.pl/owoc  
127 http://kpbc.umk.pl/dlibra   
128 http://ebuw.uw.edu.pl/dlibra  
129 http://jbc.bj.uj.edu.pl/dlibra/dlibra.html  
130 http://www.bibliotekacyfrowa.pl/dlibra  
131 http://bcpw.bg.pw.edu.pl/dlibra  
132 http://www.sbc.org.pl/dlibra.html  
133 http://open.agh.edu.pl/ 
134 http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/pl/  

http://fbc.pionier.net.pl/
http://fbc.pionier.net.pl/owoc/results?queryType=-2&query=Creative%20Commons&hostsId=n11&server:type=dlibra&action=DistributedSearchAction
http://fbc.pionier.net.pl/owoc/results?queryType=-2&query=Creative%20Commons&hostsId=n30&server:type=dlibra&action=DistributedSearchAction
http://www.buw.uw.edu.pl/en/
http://fbc.pionier.net.pl/owoc/results?query=Creative%20Commons&hostsId=n401&server:type=normal&action=DistributedSearchAction&QI=F6E401B961717359DBE2A91F800DE612-14
http://fbc.pionier.net.pl/owoc/results?queryType=-2&query=Creative%20Commons&hostsId=n7&server:type=dlibra&action=DistributedSearchAction
http://fbc.pionier.net.pl/owoc/results?queryType=-2&query=Creative%20Commons&hostsId=n32&server:type=dlibra&action=DistributedSearchAction
http://fbc.pionier.net.pl/owoc/results?queryType=-2&query=Creative%20Commons&hostsId=n15&server:type=dlibra&action=DistributedSearchAction
http://kpbc.umk.pl/dlibra/text?id=authors-and-editors
http://fbc.pionier.net.pl/owoc
http://kpbc.umk.pl/dlibra
http://ebuw.uw.edu.pl/dlibra
http://jbc.bj.uj.edu.pl/dlibra/dlibra.html
http://www.bibliotekacyfrowa.pl/dlibra
http://bcpw.bg.pw.edu.pl/dlibra
http://www.sbc.org.pl/dlibra.html
http://open.agh.edu.pl/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/pl/
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users are free to share — to copy, distribute and transmit the work and to remix — to 
adapt the work under the following conditions: they must attribute the work in the 
manner specified by the author or licensor; they may not use the work for commercial 
purposes and if they alter, transform, or build upon the work, they may distribute the 
resulting work only under the same or similar license to this one.  

SOUTH AFRICA 
 

AHERO (African Higher Education Research Online)135 is an open access archive of texts that 
focus on the study, practice and governance of higher education in Africa. AHERO is 
administered by the Centre for the Study of Higher Education (CSHE) at the University of the 
Western Cape, South Africa.  The East Africa Institute for Higher Education Studies and 
Development at Makerere University (Kampala, Uganda) is a project partner actively involved in 
recruiting texts for the archive. All works in AHERO are licensed under the Creative Commons 
Attribution Non-commercial 2.5 South Africa License136. 
 

every user is free to share — (to copy, distribute and transmit the work) under the 
following condition: attribution — (they must attribute the work in the manner specified 
by the author); non-commercial (they may not use the work for commercial purposes); 
no derivative works (they may not alter, transform, or build upon the work).  

 
OER Africa137 – an initiative of the South African Institute for Distance Education (SAIDE)138 – 
uses Creative Commons Attribution 3.0 License Unported139 

 
every user is free to share — (to copy, distribute and transmit the work) and to remix — 
(to adapt the work) under the following condition: attribution — (they must attribute 
the work in the manner specified by the author).   

 
Recommendations to the researchers to actively manage the copyright of their publications, 
inter alia with addenda to their contracts or using Creative Commons licenses are one of the 
approaches to change scholarship practice at the University of Pretoria towards becoming an 
Open Scholarship institution. Other characteristics:  

Theses and dissertations are available online and open access based on a policy of 
mandatory submission. 
Research and conference papers are available online and open access and researchers 
actively contribute based on a policy of mandatory submission. 
Researchers and students actively use open access material. 
Researchers publish in available open access journals and the institution has policy and 
financial support in place for that. 
Publications from the institution's press/publishing house are available in open access 
based on policy. 
The institution publishes its own online open access journals OR provides infrastructure 
and support for members of its community who are involved with society publishing. 
Dissemination forms part of its publication strategies.140 

                                                
135 http://ahero.uwc.ac.za/index.php  
136 http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/2.5/za/  
137 http://www.oerafrica.org/  
138 http://www.saide.org.za/  
139 http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/  

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
http://ahero.uwc.ac.za/index.php
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/2.5/za/
http://www.oerafrica.org/
http://www.saide.org.za/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
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THAILAND 
 
Two repositories in Thailand – a Health Systems Research Institute and Alliance Knowledge 
Bank141 and Srinaharinwirot University142 – are licensed under Creative Commons Attribution-
Non-commercial-Share Alike 3.0 Thailand License143:  
 

users are free to share — to copy, distribute and transmit the work and to remix — to 
adapt the work under the following conditions: they must attribute the work in the 
manner specified by the author or licensor; they may not use the work for commercial 
purposes and if they alter, transform, or build upon the work, they may distribute the 
resulting work only under the same or similar license to this one.  

 

CASE STUDIES FROM OTHER DEVELOPING COUNTRIES USING OPEN CONTENT 

LICENSES 
 
Information in this section is provided by Dr. Dominique Babini, Coordinator of Red de 
Bibliotecas Virtuales de Ciencias Sociales de América Latina y el Caribe de la red Consejo 
Latinoamericano de Ciencias Sociales (CLACSO) in response to our request for more case 
studies.  
 
Open access repository Red de Bibliotecas Virtuales de Ciencias Sociales de América Latina y 
el Caribe de la red CLACSO144 (journals, books, working documents, papers published by the 
federation of 270 social science institutions from 21 countries of Latin America and Spanish 
Caribbean) uses Creative Commons Attribution-Noncommercial-No Derivative Works 2.0 
license145:  
 

every user is free to share — (to copy, distribute and transmit the work) under the 
following condition: attribution — (they must attribute the work in the manner specified 
by the author); non-commercial (they may not use the work for commercial purposes); 
no derivative works (they may not alter, transform, or build upon the work).  

 
There are 11.000 texts and an average of 600.000 downloads each month.  

 

 

 

 
                                                                                                                                                       
140 http://www.library.up.ac.za/openup/ 
141 http://kb.hsri.or.th/dspace/  
142 http://kids-d.swu.ac.th/dspace/  
143  http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/th/  
144 www.biblioteca.clacso.edu.ar 
145 http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/deed.es 
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OPEN ACCESS BOOKS: CASE STUDIES FROM EIFL NETWORK COUNTRIES USING 

OPEN CONTENT LICENSES 

SLOVENIA 
 
Monographs published in collections Dissertations, Documents and Compendia146 of the Digital 
library of Slovenia (dLib.si) are available under Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-
NoDerivatives 2.5 Slovenia License147:  

 
every user is free to share — (to copy, distribute and transmit the work) under the 
following condition: attribution — (they must attribute the work in the manner specified 
by the author); non-commercial (they may not use the work for commercial purposes); 
no derivative works (they may not alter, transform, or build upon the work).  

SOUTH AFRICA 
 
A leading African agricultural research institute PLAAS (the Institute for Poverty, Land and 
Agrarian Studies) at the University of the Western Cape, has adopted Creative Commons 
licenses for its publications148. Text and content on the PLAAS website are licensed under a 
Creative Commons Attribution-Noncommercial-Share Alike 2.5 South Africa License149.  
 

users are free to share — to copy, distribute and transmit the work and to remix — to 
adapt the work under the following conditions: they must attribute the work in the 
manner specified by the author or licensor; they may not use the work for commercial 
purposes and if they alter, transform, or build upon the work, they may distribute the 
resulting work only under the same or similar license to this one.  

 
PLAAS understands the need of content adaptation and coherent use of open content licenses.  
 
In the report “Publishing and Alternative Licensing Models in Africa: Comparative analysis of 
the South African and Ugandan PALM Studies” Eve Gray with Andrew Rens and Karen Bruns 
wrote that 
 

“A number of commercial and not-for-profit publishers in Uganda and South Africa 
adopted CC licenses as a marketing exercise to expand their reach and increase the 
sales of their titles. It is appeared to be successful, with increased downloads noted. 
However, there is a need for further technical expertise in tracking downloads and a longer 
period of time would be necessary to track impact accurately. 
 
Among the Key Findings of the print-on-demand pilot study intervention was an 
increased awareness of the limitations of the CC non-commercial license. Creative 
Commons Non-Commercial licenses were used by many producers of open access 
materials. However, since many forms of distribution required to reach African readers 

                                                
146http://www.dlib.si/v2/Results.aspx?query=%27keywords%3dpedago%C5%A1ki+in%C5%A1titut%27&pageSize=2
0&language=eng  
147 http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.5/si/  
148 http://www.plaas.org.za/pubs  
149 http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.5/za/  

http://www.dlib.si/v2/Results.aspx?query=%27keywords%3dpedago%C5%A1ki+in%C5%A1titut%27&pageSize=20&language=eng
http://www.dlib.si/v2/Results.aspx?query=%27keywords%3dpedago%C5%A1ki+in%C5%A1titut%27&pageSize=20&language=eng
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.5/si/
http://www.plaas.org.za/pubs
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.5/za/
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require a financial transaction (and business model) at some point in the supply chain, 
rights holders must be very sure about their reasons for using CC NC. For this reason, 
most proponents of CC licenses are recommending the use of a CC Share Alike license as 
the most desirable option. ”150  

  

RECOMMENDED READING 
 

1. Reuse of material in the context of education and research produced for SURFdirect, authors: 
Paul Keller – Creative Commons Netherlands, Wilma Mossink – SURFdirect; editing Annemiek 
van der Kuil, SURFdirect: http://www.surffoundation.nl/en/publicaties/Pages/Reuseofmaterial.aspx 
 
2. A Guide to Developing Open Access Through Your Digital Repository produced by Open 
Access to Knowledge Law Project, authors: Kylie Pappalardo and Dr Anne Fitzgerald, with the 
assistance of Professor Brian Fitzgerald, Scott Kiel-Chisholm, Damien O’Brien and Anthony 
Austin: http://eprints.qut.edu.au/9671/1/9671.pdf 
 
3. The Online Guide to Open Access Journals Publishing, especially a chapter 2.3.3.4 
Adopt licensing/copyright policy (http://www.doaj.org/bpguide/set-up/3/#2-3-3-4-adopt-
licensingcopyright-policy) developed by Co-Action Publishing and Lund University Libraries Head 
Office with support from the National Library of Sweden and Nordbib: 
http://www.doaj.org/bpguide/  
 
4. A Guide To Open Content Licences, author: Lawrence Liang: 
http://media.opencultures.net/open_content_guide/ocl_v1.2.pdf  
 
5. Publishing and Alternative Licensing Models in Africa: Comparative analysis of the South 
African and Ugandan PALM Studies, authors Eve Gray with Andrew Rens and Karen Bruns:  
http://www.slideshare.net/evegray/palm-internationalreport-201000922-5685054  

                                                
150 http://www.slideshare.net/evegray/palm-internationalreport-201000922-5685054  
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